88
Valid* Because Harshavikramaditya, who had established Bis own era, was a different king from Yikram&ditya, the founder of the astronomical era which commenced in B. G. 57.
( b ) It is stated in the Rajatar&ngini, that when Hirawya the ruler of K&s'mira died without issue, Harshavikram&ditya of Ujjain appointed a poet named Mat?v"gupta who had come to seek service at his court to the throne of Kas'mira. A M&tr^gupta ruled K&s'mfra for four years and retired to Vftrftttasi as a srf^r* when Pravarasena II, the nephew of Hira^ya who had gone on a pilgrimage, returned to assume the throne. 3 Dr. Bhan Daji thought that this MatT'egnpta who was for a time ruler of Kas'mira was the great poet KalicUisa, and he supported his theory by the following reasons.
( 1 ) There always has been a tradition that Vikram&-ditya was so pleased with Kdlidasa that he bestowed on this poet half of his territories. 3 But this, according to the chronicle of K&s'mira, is applicable to Matr/gupta and not to Kalidasa. Because both of these were poets of different age's as will be shown hereafter.
( 2 ) Matr^gupta is rather an appallation than a proper name and it conveys the same import as KalicUlsa. The " PNilu^Sm/' a Sanskrit Vocabulary by Parushottama, gives and 5RTfj-f^T^[, as synonyms of KalicMsa. 4 But
this statement   of the learned  doctor does not go to prove that Matregupta and   K&lidasa were one and  the same poets.
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